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ABSTRACT
The purposes of this study analyzed kind of strategies used by English teachers at SMA St. Thomas 2 Medan in teaching reading comprehension descriptive text, and analyzed how the English teacher used semantic mapping in teaching reading comprehension descriptive text. This research was conducted by descriptive qualitative method. The participants of this research were an English teacher of grade 10 at SMA St. Thomas 2 Medan and the students of class X IPS 1 SMA St. Thomas 2 Medan. The data from this research were the results of observations and interviews. The researcher also asked the teacher what strategies the teacher usually uses in teaching reading comprehension, especially in descriptive texts. The teacher replied that she had three different teaching strategies for teaching reading comprehension. The three strategies are: Mind Mapping/Semantic Mapping, Reciprocal Teaching, and Question Answer Relationship (QARs). Based on the results of observations that had been made by researchers, teachers carried out learning activities using teaching strategies properly and there were no obstacles.
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INTRODUCTION

Reading is one of the language ability skills. Reading skill is the capability to relate the textual material to one’s own knowledge by comprehending the text (Fauziati, 2010:138). In reading, the thought process is very urgent and vital because of the sentences it reads. On the contrary, at the same time their minds are working to get the message. In addition, reading is developing meaning to obtain word for word form, when students read a text, they must construct word to word and word groups to find out what the author wants to convey through written text. As an outcome, reading is the basis of further study that requires the ability to read to access textbooks and other reading materials outside of the classroom. Therefore, understanding is the ultimate goal of reading.
In this case, reading is one of the basic aspects that students in Indonesia need to learn. A good reader, at a minimum, should be able to identify main ideas and details; draw a conclusion; determine the author's intent, stance, and bias; summarize; synthesize two or more passages of reading; and extending textual information to new tasks, such as class projects, oral presentations, and written tasks (Grabe and Stoller 2013). For these reasons, teachers have some responsibility to teach English through reading and help students to capture information from the texts they read. In addition, reading is also a way for students to learn new information by capturing the author's ideas. To improve students' reading skills, teachers must teach reading knowledge in an interesting and diverse way. In addition, a competent reader needs a repertoire of reading strategies and the capability to occur them in meaningful combinations, at the right time, to achieve their reading goals (Anderson 2009).
The objectives of reading in high school are not only to seek information, but also to understand the information provided by the author. So that students can come up with new ideas from the text to be compared with other texts that they find later.
In this study, researchers examined the ways in which English teachers at St. Thomas 2 Medan to 10th grade high school students in school in learning reading. This study focused on the analysis of teaching strategies used by teachers in teaching reading comprehension, especially in descriptive texts. The researcher also analysed whether the teaching strategy used by the teacher could make students draw information from the descriptive text well.
Reading comprehension of descriptive texts needs the development of a number of language processing skills. Students need to identify a large number of words to combine the text. Reading comprehension learning requires attention to various comprehension problems and reading comprehension systems. Therefore, teachers need to verify students' understanding of their reading goals. Thus, teachers can effectively combine explicit introductory strategies into reading materials currently used in the classroom.

METHOD

3.1 Research Design

The research conducted to analyse teacher's strategies in teaching reading comprehension descriptive text. This research used descriptive qualitative with observation and interview. Descriptive qualitative was chosen as research method because this research will describe all of the fact spoken by teachers. Sugiyono (2008) stated that descriptive method is a method used to examine the status human groups an object, a condition, the thoughts and the event that will occur.

3.2 Data and Data Source

The Data

The data are information or facts used in discussing or deciding the answer of research question (Arikunto, 2010:129). The data of this study were the results of observation and interview of teacher’s strategies in teaching reading comprehension descriptive text in SMA Santo Thomas 2 Medan.

The Source

The source of data the study was the subject from which data can be collected for the purpose of research (Arikunto, 2010:129). The source of the data of this study was English teacher of SMA Santo Thomas 2 Medan.

3.3 Research Participants

The participants of this research were 10th grade students of SMA Santo Thomas 2 Medan Grade 10 students and an English teacher selected as participants of this study because the topic of descriptive text is studied in grade 10 in odd semester (Basic Competency 3.4).
FINDINGS 

After the researcher conducted the research, there were results that could answer the research questions. The research that had been going on had answered the purpose of this study. The purpose of the study were to analyze kind of strategies used by English teacher at SMA St. Thomas 2 Medan in teaching reading comprehension descriptive text, and to analyze how the English teacher used.

In accordance with the results of observations on Tuesday, 20 September 2022, teachers carried out learning by using a semantic mapping strategy with appropriated steps in accordance with the theory proposed by Zaid (1995:9). The step by step of the semantic mapping strategy was not missed by the teacher. She carried out learning with these strategies well and on time. On that day, the teacher full delivered learning topics using a semantic mapping strategy, starting from the pre-reading stage, then during reading, to the post-reading stage. At the evaluation stage, the teacher gave a task at the end of a learning to be discussed at the next meeting.

On Tuesday, 27 September 2022, the teacher no longer explained the topic of learning, but the teacher and students discussed the assignments that the teacher had given to students last week. On that day, the teacher carried out learning with different strategies. Here the teacher invited class X IPS 1 students to discuss together the assignments that the teacher had given, in order to find out whether all students had understood the topic she had conveyed last week. This strategy can also be called the Question Answer Relationship (QARs) strategy.

During the interview, which was conducted on Monday, 03 October 2022, the researcher also asked the teacher what strategies the teacher usually uses in teaching reading comprehension, especially in descriptive texts. The teacher replied that she had three different teaching strategies for teaching reading comprehension. The three strategies are: Mind Mapping/Semantic Mapping, Reciprocal Teaching, and Question Answer Relationship (QARs).

However, the teacher more often uses the Mind Mapping/Semantic Mapping strategy in reading comprehension, especially in descriptive texts. According to her, through this teaching strategy, students can more easily write paragraphs according to the vocabulary/map that had been complied previously. Then, students can also easily draw the main idea from the paragraphs they had read and written.

DISCUSSIONS
The purpose of this section is to provide clarification on the research questions after the researcher has finished researching the data relate to the findings of relevant studies. Regarding the relevant studies, there were some similarities and differences between several previous studies and the results of research that had been studied by researcher in this study. Based on relevant studies, this research has similarities with the research conducted by Cut Meurak Bulan (2017). Both of these studies discussed how to implement or apply Semantic Mapping strategies in learning. The difference is: the research conducted by the researcher in this study was for the application of descriptive text reading comprehension, while  the research  conducted  by Cut Meurak Bulan was for the application of vocabulary.

This research had similarity with the research that had been carried out by Kamal (2010) previously, namely regarding students' reading comprehension using semantic mapping strategy. There was only one difference, namely that this study focused more on analyzing teaching strategies using semantic mapping, while the previous research conducted by Kamal (2010) focused more on improving students' reading comprehension abilities. The same was true of research conducted by Kholoud Hussein Amoush (2012), discussing the effectiveness of teaching using a semantic mapping strategy on reading comprehension. The difference was that the research of Kholoud Hussein Amoush (2012) did not discuss specifically in descriptive text.

REFERENCES
Adler
C.R,
(2001).Comprehension
Strategies.
{Online}.
Available:

(http://www.readingrockets.org accessed on July 21, 2019).
Adler,
D.
(2003).
The
Comprehension
Strategies
Instruction
for
Language
Teaching.

Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
Ahour and Sakhei. (2015). The Effect of Semantic Mapping Strategy Instruction on Iranian Intermediate EFL Learner’s Listening Comprehension. Theory and Practice in Language Studies. 5(8). August 2015.
Amoush, K.H. (2012). The Effectiveness of Using “Semantic Mapping Strategy” on Reading Comprehension of Jordanian University Students. Institute of Interdisciplinary Business Research. 4(6). October 2012.
Anderson. (2008). Practical English Language Teaching: Reading. New York: McGraw-Hill.
Anderson. (2009). ACTIVE reading: The Research Base for a Pedagogical Approach in the Reading Classroom. In Second Language Reading Research and Instruction: Crossing
the Boundaries. MI: University of Michigan Press.
Antanocci, P.A. & O’Callaghan, C. M. (2011). Developing content area literacy: 40 strategies

for middle and secondary classroom. New York: SAGE Publication, Inc.
Arianto, M. A. (2017). Critical Reading Strategy in Terms of Gender Used by the Four Graduate Students in the ELT Program of Universitas Negeri Malang. DISERTASI dan TESIS Program Pascasarjana UM.
Arikunto, S. (2010). Prosedur Penelitian Suatu Pendekatan Praktik. Jakarta: Rineka Cipta.
Ariwiyati. (1997). Course Outline Senior High School Textbooks.Penataran Guru Inti MAN Model Bidang Studi Bahasa Inggris Se-Indonesia. Malang: UUM Malang.
Ary,
D.
(2010).
Introduction
to
Research
in
Education
Eight
Edition’.
United
State:

Wadsworth Cengage Learning. 
49

