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ABSTRACT
The aim of this research is to find out the students’ reading comprehension proficiency in each levels of reading comprehension. This research was designed as a descriptive study. The data was obtained from the results of students’ answers to reading comprehension questions. The subjects of this study were the tenth grade students of SMA Negeri 15 Medan. The levels of reading comprehension were based on Barrett Taxonomy (Clymer, 1968). The results of this research showed that the students were properly proficient within the literal comprehension (98%), reorganization (95%), and inferential comprehension (82%). In contrast, the students struggled within the evaluation level (65%) and appreciation level (50%). Students were suggested to continue improving their reading comprehensy, most especially in the evaluation and appreciation level comprehension. Teachers were suggested to guide the students to connect with the text in a more personal and involving way to improve their proficiency in appreciation comprehension level.
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INTRODUCTION

Reading as one of the four language skills is very important in the process of acquiring knowledge. Through reading, students can learn more about the world where they live in which includes the sciences and technology that are needed for the improvement of their life. A reading text provides the essential information that is relevant to the needs of the students. Texts can inform and develop knowledge, provide the students with new vocabulary and provoke new ways of thinking. (Paula, 2014).

The ultimate goal of reading is comprehension, that is, extracting the required information from the written text as efficiently as possible (Grellet, 1981). When the students claim that they have comprehended the text, it means that they have understood the details in the text. However, there is a question of the totality of information. Their comprehension of the text is not necessarily the total understanding of the text in terms of the schemata (knowledge of the world). There is a lot more to learn outside or beyond the text. This is due to the fact that the text has its own context which is also an intrinsic part of the text. The comprehension should go beyond the text.

Based on observation at SMA Negeri 15 Medan, the researcher found out that the students are having difficulties in comprehending recount text. The students were struggling with reading comprehension. The students stated that they were unable to understand the meaning of the texts that were given by the teacher. The students also felt unmotivated to read long texts with foreign vocabularies. Furthermore, the students also had some difficulties in recognizing recount text based on the elements, language features and structure of the text.
The researcher chose this topic of reading comprehension as it is a complex process in which the students may use their reading strategies or metacognitive strategies to understand the text as a whole. There is a big question in the mind of the researcher about the students’ reading comprehension. When it is said that they comprehend the text, it means that they can answer the questions that accompanies the text. However, there is a possibility that the comprehension is different from a student to another. By analyzing the answers according to the level of the difficulty of the questions, it may be possible to find out the actual comprehension level of each individual students

METHOD

This research was designed as a descriptive study which focuses on the the students' reading comprehension of a recount text. According to Gay (1987), descriptive research studies are designed to obtain pertinent and precise information concerning the current status of phenomena from the facts discovered which involve measurement, classification, analysis, comparison and interpretation.
The participants of this study were the X grade students of SMAN 15 Medan. The data was obtained from the students’ answers to the given comprehension questions which was designed to find out their level of comprehension.
The instrument of collecting the data for this research was test questions. The test questions were utilized to accompany the recount texts provided for the students to answer. The test questions measured the students’ individual reading comprehension level in Barrett’s Taxonomy.
The technique of collecting the data in this research was by multiple-choice questions. First, the researcher instructed the students to read five (5) recount texts, which were accompanied by 25 questions in total. The first recount text had 5 questions, the second recount text had 5 questions, the third recount text had 5 questions, the fourth recount text had 5 questions and the fifth recount text had 5 questions. The questions would attribute to the each level of reading comprehension in Barrett’s taxonomy equally. The researcher then instructed the students to answer the questions with their own individual ability.
FINDINGS
The findings of this research came from the test results of the students which were collected in order to analyze their reading comprehension. After the data had been obtained, it was then calculated using the previously mentioned formula. The result of this analysis was then presented as evidences to answer the research questions. The table below shows the score of students’ reading comprehension of recount text.
Within the literal comprehension level of reading comprehension, 19 students (90.5%) achieved an “Excellent” score, while 2 students (9.5%) achieved “Good” scores. The average score of all students was 98, which puts it in the category of “Excellent”. This indicates that the students had achieved literal comprehension level in reading comprehension of recount text.
Within the reorganization level of reading comprehension, 16 students (76,2%) achieved “Excellent” score in reorganization level of the reading comprehension test, and 5 students (23,8%) achieved “Good” score. The average score was 95, which puts it in the category of “Excellent”. This indicates that the students had achieved reorganization level in reading comprehension of recount text.
Within the inferential level of reading comprehension, 11 students (52,3%) achieved “Excellent” score, 3 students (14.2%) achieved “Good” score, 7 students (33.3%) achieved “Fair” score. The average score was 82, which puts it in the category of “Excellent”. This indicates that the students had achieved inferential level in reading comprehension of recount text.
Within the evaluation level of reading comprehension, 4 students (19%) achieved “Excellent” score, 5 students (23.8%) achieved “Good” score, 12 students (57,1%) achieved “Fair” score. The average score was 65, which puts it in the category of “Good”. This indicates that only some students had achieved evaluation level in reading comprehension of recount text.
Within the appreciation level of reading comprehension, 2 students (9.5%) achieved “Excellent” score, 3 students (14.2%) achieved “Good” score, 12 students (57.1%) achieved “Fair” score, 4 students (19%) achieved “Poor” score. The average score was 50, which puts it in the category of “Fair”. This indicates that only some students had achieved appreciation level in reading comprehension of recount text.

DISCUSSION
Within the literal comprehension level, students managed to achieve 98% comprehension. Meanwhile in the reorganization comprehension level, students managed to achieve 95 % comprehension. In the inferential comprehension level, students managed to achieve 82% comprehension. In the evaluation level, students managed to achieve 65% comprehension. In the appreciation level, students managed to achieve 50% comprehension. It could therefore be safely inferred that the higher the comprehension level was, the lower students’ average score became.
The results of the data went in line with the Barrett’s Taxonomy of reading comprehension (Clymer,1968), which stated that the higher the reading comprehension level is, the harder it is for students to achieve. The order of reading comprehension levels goes as follows, from easiest to hardest : literal, reorganization, inferential, evaluation and appreciation. This trend is also often pictured with a pyramid of Barret’s Taxonomy, with the lowest part indicating the lowest or easiest reading comprehension level (literal comprehension level), and the highest part indicating the highest or most difficult reading comprehension level (appreciation level). Within this research, the bottom part was the literal comprehension level, with the average score of 98, and the top part was the appreciation level, peaking with the average score of 50.
The questions in the appreciation level seemed to be the hardest for the students, as indicated with the students’ results. Only 2 students achieved “Excellent”, 3 students achieved “Good”, 12 students achieved “Fair” and 4 students achieved “Poor”, with the average total score of 50, the lowest compared to the average scores from other levels. This phenomenon was within expectations, since the evaluation level is at the top most of Barret’s Taxonomy reading comprehension levels. For students to achieve appreciation level of comprehension, students have to symphatize with the text, context, and even the author. Or in other words, students have to put more effort, much more than the other 4 reading comprehension levels. This proved to be quite challenging for the students of SMAN 15 Medan.

CONCLUSIONS 

Based on the research findings and discussions, some conclusions of the study could be drawn. These conclusions were designed to fit the objectives of the study. There were two objectives of the current study; (1) to figure out the levels of reading comprehension of the students; (2) to find out which level of question does the students have the most difficulty in answering.

· In regards to the first research question, the findings showed that the tenth grade students of SMAN 15 Medan had achieved reading comprehension of recount text, with differing proficiency in each levels of comprehension. It could be safely concluded that the students were proficient in the first three levels of reading comprehension of Barrett Taxonomy (Clymer,1968); literal comprehension level, reorganization level, and inferential comprehension level. However, the students struggled with the last two levels of reading comprehension ; evaluation and appreciation.
· For the second research question, the findings showed that the tenth grade students of SMAN 15 Medan found the level of question of the appreciation level to be the most difficult in answering. The average score for appreciation level was the lowest compared to the average scores from other levels.
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