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Abstract

This study was conducted as an attempt to discover the effect of Using Wordless
Picture Book on students’ achievement in writing recount text. It was an
experimental research. The subject was students of Grade VIII, SMP Negeri 1
Stabat. Two classes from five parallel classes were taken by lottery technique
which divided into two groups, 30 students as control group and 30 students as
experimental group. The instrument used in this research is to find quantitative
data. The analysis in were showed that the scores of the students in the
experimental group were significantly higher than the scores of the students in the
control group at the level of significant u = 0.05 with the degree of freedom (df)
58, t-observed value 3.006 > t-table value > 2.000. The findings indicate that
using Wordless Picture Book significantly affected the students’ writing
achievement. So, English teachers are suggested to use Wordless Picture Book in
order to improve students’ achievement in writing recount text.
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INTRODUCTION
Background of the study

English is one of international language and it is learned in a lot of
countries. English is used in a particular activity, job and education. In Education
of Indonesia, English has became the first foreign language taught at school. It
means that English becomes a subject and students are supposed to learn English
since the early ages.

In studying English, there are four aspects that will be learned, those are
listening, speaking, reading and writing.

Those skills are used to build students’ language strategic competence and
also to enhance their motivation to learn English. One of the important aspects in
studying English is writing.

Writing is an activity of how people put the idea, thought and knowledge on
a piece of paper. Writing (as one of the four skills of listening, speaking, reading,
writing) has always been formed as part of the syllabus in the teaching English
(Harmer, 2004:30).

Indeed, the writing skill is complex and sometimes difficult to teach,
requiring mastery not only of grammatical and rhetorical devices but also of
conceptual and judgmental elements. Through writing, students are able to
express idea, opinion, experience, comment or information in the form of written
language.

Heaton (1988 : 135) says that writing is the ability which help the writers

put their thoughts into words in a meaningful form. The writing skill is complex



and sometimes difficult to teach, requiring mastery not only of grammatical and
rhetorical devices but also of conceptual and judgmental elements.

Based on observation in SMP Negeri 1 Stabat , most of the students always
got difficulties when they were asked to write in English., most of the students
always got difficulties when they were asked to write in English. It causes of the
teacher’s teaching media was monotonous and the teachers were not able to create
interesting media.

A good way for improving students’ writing is by using media. Media is a
medium (Plural, media) is a means of communication and source of information.
Derived from the latin word meaning "between", the term refers to anything that
carries information between a source and a receiver. Examples include video,
television, diagrams, printed material, computer programs, and instructor.

According to Fulton (2006: 4) Wordless Picture Book is just what they
sound like — books without words (or sometimes with minimal words) that tell a
story through pictures. Because they don’t rely on words to express their stories,
Wordless Picture Book can be used to develop important skills. Wordless Picture
Book is a good media for creative writing. By using wordless picture the students
will be able to expose their idea in writing. After looking at the picture, students
will understand in order to make the story by their own words and will have
different story from the other. Thus, the Wordless Picture Book will be useful for
students in getting knowledge.

With this condition, the writer interests to investigate the effect of using

Wordless Picture Book on students’ achievement in writing recount text.



Research Question
Related to the background of the study, the research problem is formulated
as the following:
“Is the students’ achievement taught by using Wordless Picture Book media

higher than that taught without Wordless Picture Book in writing a recount text?”’

Conceptual Framework

Writing is important skill besides Speaking, reading and listening. By
learning writing, students are trained to be able to express their idea and
knowledge to give information in certain situation by using words. Unfortunately,
the majority of the students are failed on it. Most of them are unable to write
because they lack of vocabularies, interest, and prior knowledge. In reality, many
students think that writing is difficult and some of them state that writing is
frequently presumed as the most difficult to learn. By responding this problem,
the writer tries to find a new media in order to make the students are easy to
understand the writing skill, especially on recount text.

In the relation of what mentioned above, the writer will use Wordless
Picture Book media on teaching writing in recount text which is assumed as an
effective way to be applied to improve writing skill in recount text. This teaching
media will be compared to the picture media as well as teaching recount text.

By using Wordless Picture Book media in teaching writing recount text,
firstly the teacher will give the pretest to find how the scores that the students

achieve before treatment is given. Based on the results, the teacher then divide the



class into several groups. In each group , there will be mixed between the high,
medium and low achiever in the pre-test before. Then the teacher explains the
material which is recount text. Then, the teacher shares the Wordless Picture Book
for each group and asks them to make a recount story from the Wordless Picture
Book story. Each group will make different story because every students have the
same opportunity to give their critical thinking. Then, one of them collect all of
the ideas from the member of the group and they discuss to arrange those ideas
into a good recount text. After the students finished their work, each group tells
the story in front of the class, then the teacher give the suggestion for the students’
assignment. As the post test, the teacher asks the students to write a recount text
individually.

Meanwhile, teaching recount text by using comic, the teacher also will
give pretest to know the achievement of the students. Then, give the material
about recount text and explain the details about it. The teacher asks the students
guess the picture and asking the difficult vocabulary related to the picture, the
teacher writes the difficult vocabularies related to the picture on the board, then
the students divided into some groups and the teacher share the picture for each
group as the example of recount. The teacher asks them to discuss with their
partners about the picture and the plot of the story. After finish their work, each
group tells the story in front of the class and the teacher give comment and
suggestion. At last, the teacher asks the students to make a narrative story

individually as the post test.



Wordless Picture Book is a good way to improve the students’ ability in
writing recount text. Because, Wordless Picture Book is book that all pages just
pictures and no words. So, the students have to expand their imagination and idea
to interpret the stories from the pictures. Students are expected to have
opportunities to work collaboratively with their friends in the group because the
members of the group freely express their own idea without any doubt.
Meanwhile, using picture as the media in teaching recount text, the students’ is
too easy to write the story of recount text, because there are texts on the picture. It
makes the students can’t explore their idea and imagination. They just arrange a
story based on the texts. Picture is usually used to make students interested in
reading, so it is not effective way to improve students’ ability in writing.

In conclusion, based on the definition above, can be predicted Wordless
Picture Book media is effective and optimal to be applied in order to increase

students’ achievement in writing recount text.

Methodology
This study is conducted in experimental research design with pre-test and
post-test design. The design was applied in order to investigate the effect of using
Wordless Picture Book media on students’ achievement in writing recount text.
This study deals with two groups, namely experimental group and control group.
The experimental group taught by using Wordless Picture Book and control group
taught without Wordless Picture Book. Both of groups were given pre-test and

post-test with the same items.



There are two variables in this study; they are independent and dependent
variable. Independent variable is the effect of using Wordless Picture Book media
while the dependent variable is the students’ achievement in writing recount text.

Table 1. Research Design

Group Pre-test  Treatment Post-Test
Experimental (X) Using WPB Media N
Control (Y) \ Without wordless picture book v

media

Population and Sample
Arikunto (2006:130) states, a population is a set (or collection) of all
elements processing one or more attributes of interest. The population of this study
was the students of grade Eight of SMP Negeri 1 Stabat. The sample in this
research was selected by using lotery technique, 2 classes selected as the sample
VIl 3 as the experimental class and VIII 4 class. Each class consists of 30

students.

Technique of Analyzing the Data

1. In collecting the data, the writing test was given to the students. The
students instructed to write a Recount text. In this case, the writer gave a
topic. The test was given to both groups experimental and control groups.
They were pre-test and post-test. To score the students’ performance in
writing, some criteria are used. The writer applied the four indicators of

Recount writing evaluation. The five indicators are social function, general



identification, description and language features, mechanics. For all
component, students get score 100 points in which the score of.

The t-test formula is used in analyzing the data. The formula is :

. Mx — My
L) Gt )
In which:
t : total score
Mx : the mean of experimental group
My : the mean of control group

Dx?  :the standard deviation of experimental group
Dy? :the standard deviation of control group
NX : the total numbers of experimental group

Ny : the total numbers of control group

RESULT AND DISCUSSION
There were 60 students taken as the sample. The students were divided
into two group, experimental group and control group. There were pre-test and
post test provided for each group. The result of the test in this research shows that
there is difference of the score between both of the group. It can be seen in the
table below:

Table 2. The Total Score Pre-Test and Post Test of Experimental Group
and Control Group

No The data Pre-test Post test




Experimental | Control Experimental | Control

1 Total Score 1463 1270 2100 1705

2 Mean Score 48.7 42.3 70 56.83

Based on the data above, from the score of experimental group and control
group, the mean of pre-test and post test score of experimental group is higher
than the mean of pre-test and post test on control group. It shows that the students’
score which is taught by Wordless Picture Book is better than the students’ score
which is taught by using comic.

The result of the test is calculated by using t-test formula. Where:

Table 3. The t-test Formula

My = 14.07 Mx = 21.23
dy =1872.8 dx = 2895.4
Ny =30 Nx =30

After the t-test calculated, it was found that in this study the t-observed is
higher than the t-table. It can be seen as follows:
t-observed> t-table (a = 0.05) with df (N-2)
3.006 > 2.000 (o = 0.05) with df 58
From the result above, it shows that the alternative hypothesis (Ha) is

accepted.
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It means that Wordless Picture Book significantly affect students’

achievement in writing recount text.

Conclusion and Suggestion
Conclusion
From the calculation of the data, it was found that wordless picture book
media significantly affect students’ achievement in writing recount text. the mean
score of students’ achievement taught by using Wordless Picture Book as media
learning (60) is higher than mean score of students’ achievement taught without
Wordless Picture Book (56.83). The topserved (3.006) is higher than type (2.000) at
the level of significance of 0.05 of two-tailed test. It means that Ha is accepted.
Thus, it can be concluded that there is a significant effect of using Wordless
Picture Book as Media Learning on Students’ Achievement in Writing Recount
Text.
Suggestion
Based on the finding, it is suggested that :

1. For the English teacher, it is better to use Wordless Picture Book in
teaching recount writing because by using this media the students can be
more enjoyable in writing recount text and hopefully the students’
score in writing recount is higher when Wordless Picture Book is used.

2. English teachers should be able to make some variations in teaching
writing especially on recount text which is appropriate with the ability of

the students so that they can explore their ideas totally.
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3. For students, it will make them easier to make a good recount text and
give the students invaluable benefit because it helps them to make writing
more fun and make them feel comfort in writing.

4. To all the readers, may this research will bring you into good
understanding how to improve the students’ recount writing achievement

by using Wordless Picture Book.
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