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ABSTRACTS 

Dewi, Amalia Chandra. Registration Number: 2133121003. Developing 

Students’ Vocabulary Worksheet using Scientific Approach on Writing 

Descriptive Text for the Seventh Grade Students at SMP Negeri 2 Babalan. A 

Thesis. English Education Program, State University of Medan, 2020. 

The aimed of this study was to develop students’ vocabulary worksheet based on 

scientific approach on writing descriptive text for seventh grade students at SMP 

Negeri 2 Babalan. This study was conducted by using Research and Development 

(R&D) design through six stages; gathering information and data, analyzing data, 

designing materials, validating by experts, revising, and final product.The subject 

of the study was grade VII of SMP Negeri 2 Babalan. The instruments of data 

collection were gathered  by administering interview and distributing 

questionnaire. The study conducted interview to the English teacher and 

distributing questionnaire to 27 respondents to get the students’ needs. The 

interview and questionnaire results proved that the students need vocabulary 

worksheet based on scientific approach in writing descriptive which can help 

students to enrich the vocabulary. The product has been validated by an English 

lecturer and an English teacher with the average score is 4.6. The product was 

categorized as “Very good” students’ vocabulary worksheet in writing descriptive 

text. The final product of this study was a set of developed students’ vocabulary 

worksheet in writing descriptive text, it consisted five parts which were adapted 

from Scientific Approach. Every part has 3-5 tasks that covered the learning 

needs. It also has key words and the topics that are going to be done by the 

students in the first page of every part of the worksheet. 

 

Keywords : Vocabulary, Worksheet, Scientific Approach, Research and 

  Development (R&D), Writing Descriptive Text 

 

*Graduate Status 

**Lecturer Status 

 



 

2 
 

INTRODUCTION 

Background of the Study 

Nunan (2003: 88) states writing as the mental work of inventing ideas, 

thinking about how to express them, and organizing them into statements and 

pharagraps that will be clear to a reader. Writing skill is often needed to measure 

knowledge in most exams, whether they are testing in foreign language abilities or 

other skills (Harmer: 2004). Wyrick (1987:227) states, “The writer of description 

creates a word picture of persons, places, objects, and emotions using a careful 

selection of detail to make an impression on the reader”. In writing a descriptive 

text, the students found some difficulties in vocabulary because they are lack of 

vocabularies. It can make them difficult in developing their ideas related to their 

topic. 

In addition, vocabulary is the essential part in writing descriptive text. 

Therefoe, the students will not be able to write if they do not know vocabularies. 

It relates to Natio (2011) stated that  vocabulary learning is an essential part in 

foreign language learning as the meanings of new words are very often 

emphasized, whether in books or in classroom. Based on the current research, 

teaching vocabulary may be problematic because many teachers are not confident 

about best practice in vocabulary teaching and at times don’t know where to begin 

to form an instructional emphasis on word learning (Berne & Blachowicz, 2008). 

In making English learning meaningfully, worksheet is needed. Triantoro (2009) 

states that students’ worksheet is a student guidance to conduct investigation or 

problem solving. 

Based on preliminary data found at SMP Negeri 2 Babalan, it was known 

that the students have lack of vocabulary especially in writing descriptive text. It 

also found that the students are lack attractive in the teaching and learning process 

while the school has implemented curricullum 2013 that uses scientific approach 

in teaching and learning process. By this approach, the students must be able to 

develop thinking process through looking for, guessing, and logically.  In 

addition, the preliminary data showed that the teacher did not use worksheet in the 

classroom. She usually used only a textbook got from the government that was 

entitled “When English Rings a Bell” to support the teaching learning process. 
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Therefore, the researcher conduct the research to develop the appropriate 

students’ vocabulary worksheet on writing descriptive text using Scientific 

Approach for the seventh grade students at SMP Negeri 2 Babalan. 

 

REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

1. Writing 

Writing is one of language skills which should be mastered by the 

students. In writing,  there will be product which is written form  since the 

students will deliver the ideas, thoughts, and experiences. Therefore, the students 

should be able to write well in order to express their feeling, need, and desire in a 

understandable written form. 

Nunan (2003: 88) states writing as the mental work of inventing ideas, 

thinking about how to express them, and organizing them into statements and 

pharagraps that will be clear to a reader. 

Writing is not easy to do, because before someone writes in a piece of 

paper, they have to think the appropriate terms which is suitable and 

understandable. Writing skill  is often needed to measure knowledge in most 

exams, whether they are testing in foreign language abilities or other skills 

(Harmer: 2004). 

Fairbairn and Winch (2011:32) says that writing is a process of 

transferring ideas which requires appropriate words selection before finally 

putting them together in a written or printed. 

 

2. Descriptive Text 

Knapp and Watkins (2005:95) state “the genres of describing are one of 

the fundamental functions of any language system and one of the first skills 

emergent language users learn to control”. They also state that “descriptions 

enable the categorization or classification of an almost infinite range of 

experiences, observations and interaction into a system that orders them either 

objectively or subjectively, depending on the learning area or intent of the writer”. 

The social function of descriptive text is primarily to describe a person, 

place, or thing in such a way that a picture is formed the reader’s mind. Capturing 
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an event through descriptive writing involves paying close attention to the details 

by using all your five senses. 

According to Knapp and Watkins (2005:100-106), the generic structure of 

descriptive text is divided into two, they are: identification and description. 

According to Knapp and Watkins (2005:98-99) states that grammatical features of 

descriptive such as; (1) Present Tense, (2) Relational Verbs, (3) Action Verbs, (4) 

Mental Verbs, (5) Adjectives, (6) Adverbial Phrases. 

 

3. Vocabulary Skill 

Vocabulary can be defined as '' words we must know to communicate 

effectively; words in speaking (expressive vocabulary) and words in listening 

(receptive vocabulary)'' (Neuman&Dwyer, 2009, p. 385). Hornby (1995) defines 

vocabulary as ''the total number of words in a language; vocabulary is a list of 

words with their meanings”. 

Diamond and Gutlohn (2006) in www.readingrockets.org/article state that 

vocabulary is the knowledge of words and word meanings.” From the definitions 

above, it can be concluded that vocabulary is the total number of words that are 

needed to communicate ideas and express the speakers' meaning. That is the 

reason why it is important to learn vocabulary. 

 

4. Students’ Worksheet 

Triantoro (2009) states that students’ worksheet is a student guidance to 

conduct investigation or problem solving. Sutiasih (2009) states student worksheet 

is a series of tasks laid out in the form of questions. By answering these questions, 

students are able to master the materials they studied. Lidyawati (2009) states 

student worksheet is a series of tasks with questions that make students in 

working on and get it done.  It can be concluded  that student worksheet contain 

several aspect such as title, basic competence, allocation time, brief information 

instructions, task to perform and the report to make. 
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5. Scientific Approach 

Kemdikbud (2014) states that scientific approach refers to the investigation 

techniques on some phenomena to get a new knowledge or doing correction and 

integrating the previous knowledge. So, generally, scientific approach contains a 

series of activities of collecting data from observing, experimenting, processing 

the information, analyzing and then formulating and examining the hypotheses. 

Kemendikbud (2013) and Hosnan (2014) state that there are five steps of 

applying scientific approach in teaching learning process. They are observing, 

questioning, experimenting, associating and communicating. 

 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

 

This research  was conducted by using educational Research and 

Development (R & D)  by Borg and Gall (2003).  This sudy was conducted  at 

SMP Negeri 2 Babalan which is located in Jl. Pendidikan P.Berandan, Kecamatan 

Babalan, Kabupaten Langkat. The subject of this study is the grade VII students 

of SMP Negeri 2 Babalan. The instruments of data collection were gathered  by 

administring interview and distributing questionnaire. The study conducted 

interview to the English teacher and distributing questionnaire to 27 respondents 

to get the students’ needs. In addition, the qualitative and quantitative research 

were conducted to analyze the data. 

 

RESEARCH FINDING AND DISCUSSION 

Research Findings 

 

The worksheet was developed after the researcher found that the target 

needs and the learning needs of the students. The students’ preferences were 

shown by the highest percentage of the students’ answer in the need analysis 

questionnaires. The worksheet then was written in accordance to the highest 

percentage of the target needs and learning needs. The course grid was written as 

guideline for developing the worksheet. The researcher wrote five parts. It 

covered a number of elements which are topic, core competences, basic 
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competence, language focus and activities. Language focus consisted of two sub 

elements that are vocabulary and grammar.  

The mean value from all aspects was 4.4. It could be concluded that the 

worksheet was categorized as “Very Good” since the position of the mean value 

was in the interval 4.20 ≤ 𝑥 ≤ 5. 

 

 

Discussion 

 

As product-based research, this research aims to develop students’ writing 

worksheet for descriptive text that was appropriate for the seventh grade students 

at SMP Negeri 2 Babalan. 

This students’ worksheet was developed based on scientific approach for 

the English teacher in teaching writing descriptive text at SMP Negeri 2 Babalan. 

The descriptive text will be explained clearly in this worksheet. The activities in 

this worksheet are expected to make students be more understand about 

descriptive text and to enrich the students’ vocabulary. This worksheet consists of 

5 chapters: Observing, Questioning, Experimenting, Associating and 

Communicating. Every chapter has 3-5 tasks that cover learning needs 

Based on the research finding regarding to the target needs and learning 

needs of the students and the result of the expert judgment, the students’ 

vocabulary worksheet in writing descriptive text developed by using scientific 

approach in this research was considered appropriate to be used in studying 

writing descriptive text for the seventh grade students of SMP Negeri 2 Babalan. 

As the result from the validators, the average evaluation from all aspects was 4.4. 

It could be concluded that the worksheet was categorized as “Very Good”. 
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CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS 

Conclusions 

 

After conducting the need analysis, the course grid was written based on 

the syllabus in curriculum 2013 and the students’ preferences about target need 

and learning need. After writing the course grid, the first draft of the material was 

written. The material was written under the five stages of scientific approach: 

observing, questioning, experimenting, associating, ad communicating. Then the 

worksheet was validated by the experts. In conclusion, based on the experts’ 

evaluation, the developed worksheet using Scientific Approach was appropriate to 

be used by the seventh grade students of SMP Negeri 2 Babalan. 

 

Suggestion 

 

1. For the teacher should find an appropriate students’ worksheet in 

improving their skill and motivating them in learning English. 

2. For the students, they can use the worksheet  to evaluate their ability in 

mastering vocabulary on writing descriptive text. 
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